
Grades 1-5         January 12, 2022  

Jesus the teacher  

Jesus Begins His Public Ministry 

 

For parents: During our sessions from Oct-December we focused on prayer—a conversation with God the 

Father and Jesus the son. Going forward we are going to look more closely at Jesus—the storyteller, teacher, 

healer, savior, miracle worker, etc.  

Materials needed: prayer table materials, Bible, video, Path to Jesus page  

Opening Prayer: Gather around your prayer table and have everyone bless themselves.  

Ask: What great feast day did we recently celebrate? (Christmas) What does Christmas celebrate? (the 

birth of Jesus)  

Share: Now we are going to move ahead to look at Jesus as a grown man. When Jesus was 30 years old, 

began his public ministry. When Jesus left Nazareth to begin teaching, he came to John the Baptist to be 

baptized.  

Light your Scripture candle and read Matthew 3:13-17.  

Breaking open the theme:  

1. Share: In this Bible story from Matthew, Jesus asks John the Baptist to baptize him. One reason to be 

baptized is to have our sins forgiven. John knows that Jesus never sinned. So John thinks Jesus ought to 

baptize him instead. But Jesus insists on being baptized, and John baptizes him. Why would Jesus want 

to be baptized? (Because he knows that God, his heavenly Father, wishes it. Jesus shows that he is a loving 

son by obeying his Father.)  

2. Share: When we are baptized, we became a child of God and a Christian. As a Catholic Christian we 

promise to obey God too. We are to love him and others. God will say about you and me “This is my own 

dear child, with whom I am pleased!”  

3. Jesus begins his public ministry by modeling obedience with his baptism by John the Baptist and with the 

Scripture story about his temptation in the desert.  

a. Watch this video to learn about this story  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=afzoWMTkKHY  

b. For comprehension:  

1. Why did Jesus go into the desert? (The Holy Spirit led him there.) 

2. Why did Satan tempt Jesus? (Satan wanted Jesus to turn away from God’s plan) 

3. Making it personal: What lessons can we learn from the way Jesus overcame temptation? (to pray 

for strength to overcome temptation; to trust that God will help us.  

4. Complete (you will need to print this page) Path to Jesus page  

 

4. Create a Jesus word page (we will be using this for a number of weeks): Write JESUS in large letters on 

a plain sheet of paper. Next write the words obedient, Son, teacher in smaller letters somewhere on this 

page. File the paper so that you can go back to it over the next few months.  

Closing Prayer: The Our Father  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=afzoWMTkKHY

