
December 8th, 2021 

Grades 6-8 

Theme: The Immaculate Conception 

The feast of The Immaculate Conception is celebrated on December 8th 

and is a Holy Day of Obligation. Mass times for parishes in the area:  

1. Saint Nicholas: Tuesday, Dec 7 @5:45PM (Vigil) and Wednesday, 

Dec 8 @ 1:00PM 

2. Saint Edward: Wednesday, Dec 8 @8:15AM and 6:30PM  

3. Saint Paul’s, Combined Locks: Wednesday, Dec 8 8:00AM and 6:30 PM 

4. Saint John, Little Chute: Wednesday, Dec 8 8:00AM  

5. Saint Pius X, Appleton: Wednesday, Dec 8 @ 7:30AM, 9:00AM, 12:10PM, 6:40PM  

 

❖ What do we celebrate on this feast day? (Information for parents to provide background 

to share with their children.)  

1. Two videos that explain the Immaculate Conception are listed below. As a parent you 

can watch the videos for background information to share with your child.  

A. Jared Dees (2.5 minutes long) https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N-wh73i6Jig  

B. Father Mike Schmitz (8 minutes long) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=atbpPi0MgcA  (8 minutes long) 

2. From Loyola Press  

“If you were given a saint’s name at Baptism, that saint is your patron saint. 

Countries also have patron saints. Who is the patron saint of the United States? 

If you answered, “Mary, the mother of Jesus,” you are correct. In 1846, the bishops of 

the United States asked Mary to watch over our country and its people in a special 

way. They also chose one particular title and feast of Mary—her Immaculate 

Conception. 

The title of the Immaculate Conception recognizes Mary’s privilege of coming into 

the world free from sin. Through the power of Jesus’ Death and Resurrection, every 

human being can be freed from sin at Baptism. Through that same power, Mary was 

always free from sin, even from that very first moment of life. 

On December 8, the Church celebrates this special privilege given to Mary. At the 

liturgy we thank God for all his blessings he has given to the people of our country. 

And we can thank Mary for watching over and protecting our people. 

Collect prayer from the solemnity of the Immaculate Conception: 

O God, who by the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin 

prepared a worthy dwelling for your Son, 

grant, we pray, 

that as you preserved her from very stain 

by virtue of the Death of your Son, which you foresaw 

so through her intercession, 

we, too, may be cleansed and admitted to your presence. 

through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=N-wh73i6Jig
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=atbpPi0MgcA


who lives and reigns with you in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God for ever and ever.” 

From Loyola Press https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/saints/saints-stories-

for-all-ages/feast-of-the-immaculate-conception/  

 

❖ What is a Holy Day of Obligation?  

The Holy Days of Obligation are the days other than Sundays on which we celebrate 

great things God has done for us through Jesus and the saints. On Holy Days of 

Obligation, Catholics attend Mass.  

• There are six Holy Days of Obligation that are celebrated in the United States: 

1. January 1—Mary, Mother of God 

2. Ascension—In the Green Bay Diocese this feast is transferred to the closest 

Sunday and is not celebrated on the 40th day after Easter. 

3. August 15—Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

4. November 1—All Saints 

5. December 8—Immaculate Conception 

6. Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ 

• December 8th (The Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Virgin Mary 

is always a day of obligation in the United States because it is the national 

patronal feast day.  

❖ Celebrating at home 

1. Food ideas 

A. Find a great easy recipe for a “white” pasta option at https://life-in-the-

lofthouse.com/three-cheese-chicken-alfredo-bake/  

B. Serve vanilla ice cream with sugar cookies for dessert. 

C. Have a big glass of “white” milk with your dinner tonight.  

2. Coloring page 

A. https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B07lcb4iixb1OTUzZDIyZTQtNWM4ZS00YjQ1

LWJjMTMtYjAwNGFhMzE0OWVk/view?hl=en  

3. Pray the Hail Mary together some time today.  
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